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PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY: 
 

“Why is that stream being treated with lampricide this year?”  
It’s a common question fielded by Sea Lamprey Control Program (Program) agents and partners. The answer, 
however, is often complicated and requires context and extensive background knowledge to adequately respond. 
A proper explanation involves digging into the Program’s annual stream treatment ranking process, which is 
complicated and overseen by only a handful of Program experts. To aid Program staff and external fishery 
managers in answering stream treatment selection questions, we sought to develop a fact sheet that explains the 
process in plain language writing and is consumable by a wide audience by using basic biological terms. We 
spent multiple seasons summarizing the stream selection process and distilling it down into a shareable outreach 
resource. The project team sought input from dozens of fisheries biologists, including internal Program 
professionals who possess considerable expertise in stream treatment selection. Experts in communications and 
outreach coalesced the information and materials into the final product. The end result is a sleek, concise and 
visually appealing fact sheet that will be shared with all Program stations, internal partners, and external partners 
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including Tribes, First Nations, NGO’s, and state, provincial and federal fisheries managers from the Great Lakes 
region. 
 
Download the fact sheet at https://www.glfc.org/pubs/factsheets/Stream-Selection-factsheet.pdf.  
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